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Abstract: In this paper we present and analyze some selected liturgical rubrics from the Mount Athos and

two titles of the two last chapters of the very important manuscript Nomokanon GR 14 (17th c.) of the

Serbian Orthodox Monastery Grabovac (Hungary). These rubrics and also titles of the two last chapters, @ @
which we have found in already-mentioned manuscript, were being formed by translation from Greek into
Church Slavonic language of the Serbian redaction. Selected liturgical rubrics were being translated from

the relevant parts of Athonite Typicon and Canon Law Tradition, and two titles of the two last chapters of

Nomocanon GR 14 from a work of Gabriel Seviros, Metropolitan of Philadelphia (c. 1540-1616). We have
also explained the main theological motives for such a translation and redaction of these texts.

Streszczenie: W niniejszym artykule przedstawiamy i analizujemy wybrane rubryki liturgiczne z Gory
Athos oraz dwa tytuly dwoch ostatnich rozdziatdéw bardzo waznego r¢kopisu Nomokanon GR 14 (XVII
w.) serbskiego klasztoru prawostawnego Grabovac (Wegry). Te rubryki, a takze tytuty dwoch ostatnich
rozdzialow, ktore znalezlisSmy we wspomnianym juz r¢kopisie, powstawaly przez tlumaczenie z jezyka
greckiego na jezyk cerkiewno-stowianski redakcji serbskiej. Wybrane rubryki liturgiczne zostaly
przettumaczone z odpowiednich czgsci Athonite Typicon i Tradycji prawa kanonicznego, a dwa tytuty
dwoch ostatnich rozdziatdw Nomocanon GR 14 z dziela Gabriela Sevirosa, metropolity filadelfijskiego
(ok. 1540-1616). Wyjasnilismy rowniez gtdéwne motywy teologiczne takiego thumaczenia i redakcji tych
tekstow.
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1. Introduction

Taking into account the especial significance of liturgical studies as a fundamental part of Christian
theology, we should not be surprised that newly discovered sources and the use of digital technologies literally
have accelerated and enhanced the development of Liturgiology. At the same time, numerous researchers have
focused much of their attention mostly on well-known liturgical sources. However, there are many other
theological manuscripts that contain very important facts concerning the liturgical theory and practice of the
Eastern Orthodox Church. Among these types of sources, we should mention nomokanones.

The theme of this article is devoted to select liturgical rubrics of interest from Mount Athos and parts of
works of Gabriel Severos, Metropolitan of Philadelphia (c. 1540-1616), which we have found in the manuscript
of the Nomokanon GR 14 (17" c.) of the Serbian Orthodox Monastery Grabovac (Hungary).

2. Nomokanon Manuscript GR 14 (17™ c.) of the Grabovac Serbian Orthodox
Monastery (Hungary): Its origin, place and time of writing

The Nomokanon Manuscript GR 14 belongs to the collection of manuscripts and printed books of the
Serbian Orthodox Monastery Grabovac (Sindik, Grozdanovi¢-Paji¢ and Mano-Zisi, 1991, 38-40), which is a part
of the Museum of the Serbian Orthodox Eparchy of Buda in Szentendre (Hungary) that has been reconstructed
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and opened on the 25" May 2019. Nevertheless, the origin of Nomokanon Manuscript GR 14 should be examined
from the time of foundation of the Serbian Orthodox Monastery Grabovac.

Contemporary Hungary’s oldest functioning Eastern Orthodox monastery is the Monastery of the Holy
Archangels in Graboc (Serbian name: Grabovac) in southern part of Hungary. The church of the monastery was
built in 1741 in the arrangement seen today (Golub, 2017, 337), and the interior decoration and furnishings
acquired their final and current form in the mid-1780s (Golub, 2017, 338-350; Golub, 2018, 417-428). However,
monastery was founded by five monks from Serbian Orthodox Monastery Dragovi¢ (Croatia) in 1585/7: Abbot
Paisos and his brotherhood - monks Evstatios, Seraphim, Gerasimos and Dionysios (Davidov, 1990, 303). The
number of Grabovac monastic brotherhood had been increased up to 60 monks during the 17™ century (Davidov,
1990, 303-304). Also, this monastery gave two Orthodox Metropolitans of Buda of Patriarchate of Pecs — Symeon
(1649-1660) and Victor (1660-1684) (Davidov, 1990, 303-304).

One of two alredy-mentioned Metropolitans of Buda, most probably Symeon, was the person who has
been ordered the writining of Nomokanon GR 14. According to some assumptions, it seems that Nomokanon has
been written by hieromonk Orestos, former ekklysiarhys of Monastery Hopovo (Frushka gora near Novi Sad,
Serbia) and later well-known spiritual father from Mount Athos, who had sent from Mount Athos to Hopovo’s
Monastery at least two manuscripts during the middle of 17" century (Ubiparipovi¢, 2021, 186). Also, it should
be noticed that GR 14 has been written in Church Slavonic language of the Serbian redaction and consists of 13
quaternions without some missing folios (Sindik, Grozdanovi¢-Paji¢ and Mano-Zisi, 1991, 38). Above all, the
time of writining of this manuscript was obviously the middle of 17" century (Sindik, Grozdanovi¢-Paji¢ and
Mano-Zisi, 1991, 38).

3. Selected liturgical rubrics from Mount Athos in the Nomokanon GR 14

Although the contents of Nomokanones are in the focus of interest of Canon and Church’s Law (Troianos,
2012, 137-143), there are significant elements that should draw attention of liturgiologists. Manuscript
Nomokanon GR 14 proves such a hypothesis.

For example, the folio 23r of Manuscript contains the next subtitle:

Bkadmo a2 € Kako wiprkrdyomn. Thinnk k% Trikit roprk; mame ?E‘JAM:m}l Xomwduymm
\ ) Vé e} / n ’ y ~ Y o4 / y
REHHMATHL Andkom A k% cem BOepnmee Ra. (0 npagia¥ anenom¥ fi ndyinomd. H wkaro

v o\ - / /-
EAHHh YARKh MOKETh IZ'I'KOPI’I'I'H EA"‘?HIE.

It should be noticed how we have found in the Typicon of Mount Athos, and also in the
Hierosolymitan [Typicon]: A monk, who is afraid of God and wants to pay attention to the
Rule for daily and night [prayer] and how one man can make Vigil.

The text of the Rule ends on folio 23v, but on the same folio 23v there is another, very interesting subtitle:
Hudwin fiah finokkina. Zuye negniror nicani knnem: Momer cxrropirrn wakinie [If a monk or
a nun don’t know the written books [are illiterate], [he or she] can make the Vigil].

Afterwards, all the rubrics of this Prayer Rule are written up to the folio 24r. In the same time, it should
be stated that there are some similarities between the text of this Prayer Rule and another Prayer Rule for Illiterate
Monks from the Manuscript Athonite Koutloumousiou (Athon. Koutloum. 278, a. 1335, f. 201r) Etépoa dr1drocic
mepl povaydv @V ui yvdorovor ypéuuota [Hetéra didtaxis peri monakhdon ton mé gindskousi grammata]
(Parpulov, 2014, 309).

Besides that, on the folio 77v we can read the next subtitle:

o\f:rm'm ePhie rpnt 3,9, OneKhie, © YTy ru%,ux fi aapo [Diataxis of Holy Mount Athos for
Holy Vessels and Offerings (Gifts)].

The rubrics of this Diataxis are formulated up to the folio 78v. It should be noticed that these rubrics are
mentioning the existence of Great one and Small one Antimins. Above all, the explanation of such a difference we
find at the beginning of the folio 78v, where is written that Great Antimins is the one which has been consecrated
in the new church. When the new church has been consecrated by the bishop, Great Antimins stays at Holy Table
of new church for the seven days and should contain the holy relics (folio 78r). Exactly with the Great one Antimins
should be celebrated Holy Liturgy in unconsecrated church (folio 78v), together with the Small one Antimins
(folio 78r). Thanks to that, we can conclude that small one Antimins (fixed one) was used in the consecrated
churches and hadn’t contained Holy Relics. Also, these rubrics are convincing us that process of replacement of
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eilleiton by antimins still didn’t started during the 17" century and that just some antimisions had contained Holy
Relics.

4. Parts of works of Gabriel Severos, Metropolitan of Philadelphia (c. 1540-1616) in the
Nomokanon GR 14

At the end of Manuscript Nomokanon GR 14 we have found two very interesting and inspiring texts for
research. The title of the first one is on the folio 95r and says: (}Mrkpermro MHTPONOAHTA TABPIHAL PHAAAEADIHEKA

W MHpHAAX fian HECMBK b [[Work] of humble Metropolitan Gabriel of Philadelphia about particles (in original text
about miridach or chestech)]; and text in a form questions and answers goes up to the folio 97v.
Also, at the bottom of folio 97v and on the next folio 98r we read the next title: Toromxae rARpiHAA

dinnpeadinekaro w koansk [[Work] of the same one Gabriel of Philadelphia about kollyva]. Unfortunately, the

text is ending on the folio 98v because the rest of the text has been lost. Who is this writer and what is the origin
of these texts?

His Eminence Metropolitan of Philadephia Gabriel Seviros or Sviros was, first of all, Metropolitan of
Philadelphia in Asia Minor with seat in Venice, and afterwards Eastern Orthodox Metropolitan and spiritual leader
of the Eastern Orthodox Christians from Northern and Southern Italy, Dalmatia, Sicily, lonian Islands and Crete
Island, with his seat in Venice, from 1577-1616. He was born in Monemvasia (Peloponesos) 1539/1540., grown
up at the Crete Island and has finished his studies at the University of Padua (Phuka, 2008, 37-38. 40).
Nevertheless, he was one of the most important Orthodox polemical theologians in the second half of the 16" and
at the beginning of the 17" century, and the most distinguish person. He wrote significant number of works and
formed very rich his own library with a precious collection of manuscripts (Elia, Piccione, 2021, 33-82).

The titles of two works with his name in the Manuscript Nomokanon GR 14 are the translated parts of his
voluminous work. The exact title of that work is:

Tov romevod untpomolritov Piladeipeioc [oppinl kol Emitpomov maTpiopyikod 100 &k
Moveufaociog Xefinpov, kata t@v Aeyoviwy tovg dpbodolovg tijc Avarolikiic ExiAnoiog viodg
KOK®C T& KOl TOPOVOUWOS TOLETY TR TIUAY KOl TPOCKOVETY T0. Gyia 0D, HVIKG O yepovfikog
doetou Buvog kal o iepeds, pépwv Tadta, elcodedel €ig 0 dytov fijua. "Ett mepl TV ugpiowv v
@ Gyl dloke émtifsuévav. "ETi epl 1@V KOAADPWY Kol GTEPUATMV, TOV TPOTPEPOUEVDV EV
701G £0pToic TV Ayiwv Kol OTEP TV Kekoyunuevay oplodoswv

[Toii tapeinoii métropolitou Philadelpheias Gabriél kai epitrépou patriarkhikoil toii ek
Monembasias Sebérou, kata ton legonton tous orthodoxous tes Anatolikés Ekklesias huiots
kakos te kai paranémés poiein to timéan kai proskunein ta hagia dora, hénika ho kheroubikos
ddetai hiimnos kai ho hiereiis, phéron taiita, eisodeviei eis to hdagion béma. Eti peri ton meridon
en to hagio disko epititheménon. Eti peri ton kolhibon kai spermdton, ton prospheroménon en
tais heortais ton Hagion kai hupér ton kekoiméménon orthodéxon].

However, we know and for the others Gabriel’s polemical and liturgiological works. For example:

Tob tamevod untpomoiitov Diladelpeios Tofpmnld xai émzpomov Ilatpiopyixkod, tob &k
Moveufooiog tob 2efnpov. Loviayudtiov mepi v aylwy Kol iepadv uootnpiwy

[Toil tapeinoii métropolitou Philadelpheias Gabriél kai epitrépou Patriarkhikod, toii ek
Monembasias toii Sebérou. Suntagmation peri ton hagion kai hieron mustérion];

Lofpmd Zefnpov 100 ék Moveufoaoiog tomeivod untporolitov Diloodeipeiog. Ilepi 100 wote
ayialovtal Kol UETATOLODVTOL TG TIUIO, 0DPO. KOl KOTO. TV KOT 0UTOD TOS MIOPOS OUTED
KIVHOOVTWV YADOTOC

[Gabriel Sebérou toii ek Monembasias tapeinoii métropolitou Philadelpheias. Peri toii péte
hagidzontai kai metapoioiintai ta timia dora kai kata ton Kat” autoil tas miaras autd kinésanton
glossas].

The translation of the parts of already-mentioned Metropolitan Gabriel’s work in the Manuscript
Nomokanon GR 14 has been motivated by polemical reasons, because Nomokanon was truly and real Rudder for
the Serbian Orthodox Metropolitan of Buda of Patriarchate of Pecs in the area where the Eastern Orthodox
Christians were in a constant contact and relations with Roman Catholic Christians. Consequently, questions about
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using of the particles at the Holy Liturgy (Bernatskii, 2006, 129-144) and preparing of kollyva (Sfownik polskiej
terminologii prawostawnej, 2022, 245) in the Eastern Orthodox Church demand the right answers. So, this was
probably strong motive for integration of these texts into the Manuscript Nomokanon GR 14, as an appropriate
lighthouse of liturgical and theological Tradition for the Metropolis of Buda of Patriarchate of Pecs.

5. Conclusion

The research of select liturgical rubrics of interest from Mount Athos and parts of works of Gabriel
Severos, Metropolitan of Philadelphia, which we have found in the manuscript of the Nomokanon GR 14 (17" c.)
of the Serbian Orthodox Monastery Grabovac (Hungary), had showed that the nomokanones are indeed theological
manuscripts which contain precious and significant facts concerning the liturgical theory and practice of the
Eastern Orthodox Church. Being neglected and overlooked by the liturgiologists, these recources hide many
elements that could help and improve current research in liturgical studies. Above all, it should be stated that there
are much more reductions of Nomocanones then we have thought with some inevitable liturgical questions and
answers from different periods of life and mission of the Eastern Orthodox Church. Exactly Nomokanon GR 14
of the Serbian Orthodox Monastery Grabovac provides an example of such a perspective.
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